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MAY 2024 CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW – DAY 1 – TOM JOHNSTON’S SHOW REPORT 

It gave me great pleasure to return to Malta to judge the Open-Air Double Evening 

Championship Show on 25th & 26th May 2024. My thanks to the Secretary Mr Frank Borg and his 

Committee for their excellent hospitality and warm welcome. My thanks also to the exhibitors 

for their friendly attitude and sporting behaviour, it was a pleasure to judge your dogs. 

It also gave me great pleasure to visit the lovely city of Valletta again and an added bonus was a 

visit to Malta’s old capital city Mdina where one could imagine the inhabitants defending the city 

from the magnificent fortifications. 

Terrier Group: 

Group: J.Schembri’s Lakeland Terrier, UNDER PRESSURE FOXHOUSE  (BIS) - Lovely type, attitude 

and expression, flat skull with strong muzzle. Eye dark, good size and shape, good small v shaped 

ears.  Clean neck of good length, well laid shoulders, straight legs and correct bone.  Good depth 

and moderate width. Strong short back with good loin.  Well angled and built rear and strong 

thighs.  Tail well set and carried.  Very good compact feet and firm hocks. Presented in good 

harsh coat and good head furnishings. Covered ground with positive action, holding a balanced, 

firm quality outline.   

Reserve:  J.Attard’s Jack Russell, ARETUZA CALLIOPE  -  Active strong exhibit with flat skull of nice 

width. Good eye and ears.  Clean strong neck and good length to height. Well angled rear and in 

good textured coat. Nice legs and feet and moved with smart free striding action. Holds a lovely 

shape and has good ring presence. 

Terrier Puppy Group: 

Best: R.Cordina’s Sealyham Terrier, DIDGERIDOO'S CHICAGO FIZZ - A quality balanced youngster 

of good substance and body of good proportions. Good depth and well sprung rib. Head with 

good skull, strong muzzle of good length and good stop.  Muscular neck of nice length, good 

bone and on good feet. Presented in good textured coat and moved with good stride holding a 

firm top line and good profile. Balanced and has a very good outgoing temperament. 

Reserve: D.Bonello’s JRT, BILLY VOM HAUSE NIVEKSUE - Good head shape, defined stop and good 

muzzle of correct length.  Small eyes of good colour. Well placed ears. Clean neck into well laid 

shoulders. Good legs, feet and firm elbows.   Good rib and was spannable and muscular rear with 

good hocks.  Tail high set and carried well. Presented in good coat and condition and covered 

ground with free active gait and has a good outgoing attitude.  

Working Group: 

Best: D.Grixti’s Siberian Husky, Ch.AYUKA'S ANGEL OF DISTRUCTION - Head with good skull 

tapering to good stop and foreface. Good eye shape and colour. Well placed erect ears. Good 

neck into good shoulder, has good depth and not too wide. Straight legs, good feet and good 

length of rib. Strong loin and well bent stifle. Tail well set and good length. Presented in good 

textured coat. Tail well covered. Moved with good free stride over ground. Holds a balanced 

picture and good ring presence. 

Reserve:  A.Grixti’s GSD, CARLY DI POGGIO DEL SOLE  - Head of good proportions, good breadth 

between ears, has good skull and muzzle.  Nice eye shape and colour, erect ears well set.  Good 

length neck into well laid shoulder.  Good upper arm and quality bone, with good elbows. 

Straight legs and good shaped feet. Liked the length of body and holds good top line.  Well 
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muscled rear, strong hocks and tail well set. Presented in good hard coat and body condition.   

Has good free stride and nice reach with balanced outline. 

Working Junior Group:  

Best: O.Manicaro’s Border Collie, MANICARO PADDINGTON BEAR  - Exhibit of good type with 

good width of skull, well tapered muzzle to good nose. Good stop, kind expression,  medium 

sized ears, well set.  Good neck into well laid shoulder, straight legs, good bone and firm elbows. 

Liked the depth and firm loin and well developed rear. Good breadth and good muscle. Correct 

shaped feet and good tail. Very well presented in good coat. Covered ring with nice lifting action, 

holding good profile and correct head carriage. 

Reserve: E.Micallef's Rottweiler, HOUSE OF TIROVA TINA - Medium length head with good 

breadth of skull.   Good cheeks and depth of muzzle. Dark eye and nice size and shape of ears.  

Good muscular neck.  Well laid shoulder, good depth and rib. Strong back and well-developed 

rear. Good tail, bone, legs and feet. Holds firm outline on good striding action. Presented in good 

coat and condition with good colour and markings. 

Working Puppy Group: 

Best: C&K.Cilia’s Boxer, CILEMM BLESSED IN TIME JOVI  - Balanced head with good skull, broad 

with deep muzzle.  Dark eye and good ears. Good length clean neck into squarely built body, 

good depth and strong loin. Well angled rear and good muscled condition and width of thighs. 

Firm hocks and presented in good short glossy coat.   Covered ground with good reach and drive 

from rear. Holds a balanced strong outline. Quality youngster who should have bright future. 

Reserve: E.Ambrogio’s Dobermann, YOUNG ZEUS VON ZHAVELI - A promising youngster of good 

type, size and shape. Good length head with strong muzzle, good eye shape and colour. Ears 

small, well placed and good shape. Clean neck, body of good depth, pleasing rib, strong loin, 

well-muscled rear and moderate bend of stifle. Good coat and condition with good markings. 

Balanced and holds good top line and head carriage when covering ground with good positive 

stride. 

Hound Group: 

Best: K&C.Galea’s Saluki, Ch.GABRA CK ALEXANDER HELIOS  (Res BIS) - Head of good length and 

width . Strong muzzle, good nose and dark eye,  ears of good length and well covered. Long well 

muscled neck into good shoulder. Good depth , spring of rib and good broad back, good cut up 

and moderate bend of stifle, firm hocks and good muscle.  Tail low set of good length . Feet of 

good shape and well knuckled. Presented in good silky coat and covered the ring with light 

striding action with drive and reach. Holds a graceful profile. 

Reserve: W.Chetcuti’s Whippet, Ch.FRONTRUNNER'S THE LOOK  - Good length head , skull and 

tapered muzzle with good eye and expression. Small ears, fine texture and good shape.  Good 

muscular neck.   Shoulder blades well placed and body of good depth, not too wide, very good 

rib, moderate tuck up and well angled rear. Tail well set, good length and stands on well knuckled 

feet. Liked the width of thighs. Good bone, straight legs and stands over ground. Presented in 

good fine short coat. Moved with good  stride, correct action and nice drive, holds elegant 

outline. 
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Hound Junior Group: 

Best: I&A..Borg’s Beagle, PORTSIDE KENNELS PIP (BJIS) - Balanced head with good skull, stop and 

depth of muzzle. Nice eye and expression. Good size ears, clean neck of moderate length. Good 

shoulder, fore chest and straight legs on good feet. Well sprung rib, good loin, tail well set and 

good length. Well-built quarters and moved with smart action. Tail carriage good and very well 

presented in lovely condition. Good breed type and size. Much to like 

Hound Puppy Group: 

Best: E.Spagnol’s Basenji, PRINCESS NORA CHLOE - Good width skull, tapering to nose. Eye of 

correct size and shape.  Small erect ears, good neck, shoulder and elbows, good legs and feet.  

Balanced body, short back and moderate rear with good shelf. High set tail and presented in 

good short coat. Balanced light-built frame and moved with good swift stride. 

Reserve: M.Drago’s Whippet, LI JU EIST - Balanced head of good length. Good skull and fore face. 

Nice eye and well-placed fine textured ears.  Good length neck, well-built front and good feet. 

Liked the depth, loin and well-developed rear. Good tail and has balanced out line. Presented in 

good glossy coat and moved with good straight gait holding correct top line. Most promising. 

Best Any Variety Locally Bred Working:  

Zammit & Grixti’s Siberian Husky, Ch.BANELORD LAVA FLOWING CREST - Fox like balanced head 

with good skull, muzzle and well-placed ears of good shape. Good neck, shoulder and depth, 

good bone, legs and feet. Liked the length, rib, loin and well angled rear, tail well set on and 

furred. Good hocks and moved with positive gait. Not over done and covered ground freely with 

good head carriage. 

Best Veteran Working:  

Zammit & Grixti’s Siberian Husky, Ch.BANELORD RAG DOLL  (BVIS) - In super condition for age 

with quality head piece, good eye and well-placed ears. Good neck into well placed shoulder, 

good height to length and well-developed rear. Tail well set on and presented in good body 

condition. Balanced and of good shape and has good ring presence with good steady gait over 

ground. 

Tom Johnston - Judge 

 

MAY 2024 CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW – DAY 1 – FRANK WHYTE’S SHOW REPORT 

Utility Group: 

Best: C&G.Camilleri’s French Bulldog, Ch.SSSR ONLY THE LONELY  - Balanced head square in 

shape, defined muzzle good size dark eye and well placed ears of good size and width at base.  

Strong moderate neck into front of good widthgood bone, legs and feet. Good rib well developed 

rear. Sound free mover and presented in good smooth coat. Holds a quality picture going round. 

Reserve: E.Meli’s Toy Poodle, ISLAND OF LOTUSES CENTURION  - Balanced elegant exhibit of 

good size and outline. Head with good skull muzzle and nice eye. Ears well placed, good neck 

shoulder rib loin and well angled rear. Tail well set on and stand on good feet with well arched 

toes. Straght legs . Presented in coat of good texture . Moved free with llight positive action, 

holds good outline. 
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Utility Junior Group: 

Best: N.Spiteri’s Toy Poodle, ESMERALDA-N DELLA BAIA BLU - Feminine head of good length with 

good muzzle eye shape an expression . Good neck into well built fron good rib and moderate 

bend of stifle. Straight legs on good feet. Tail well set and used. Presented in good coat and 

moved with good free stride . Holds good shape.  

Reserve: K.Mifsud Chow Chow, M&Z SHADOWS OF THE DYNASTY QUEEN NALA OF 

MADAGASKAR - Head of good width,  flat skull and good oval shaped eye. Good muzzle, , mouth 

and pigment.  Strong neck Muscular shaoulder good bone and feet. Ribs well sprung firm loin 

and tail well set and curled over back.. Firm hocks. Presented in good coat and condition and 

moved with good steady gait. Holding nice frame. 

Utility Puppy Group: 

Best:E.Meli’s Toy Poodle, ZHEMCHUZHINA SIBIRI AYGUSTIN - Has very good ring presence with 

good head shape eye and ears. Good neck shoulder legs and feet. Good depth rib abd loin. Well 

angled rear and good tail. Presented in good coat and moved with free smart action. Lots to like 

most promising.  

Reserve: M.Meli’s Min.Poodle, BOMBERMAN-N DELLA BAIA BLU - Head of good length nice eye 

and expression and well placed ears. Good clean neck into well laid shoulder . Straight legs and 

on good feet. Good rib loin and well angled rear Tail well set  and hold firm outline on good free 

stride. Much to apprecciate.   

Gundog Group: 

Best: J.Loughborough’s Labrador, Sh.Ch.NEVILL OPEN HEART - Good skull stop muzzle. Good 

shaped era nice eye expression. Clean neck of good length into front of good width good bone 

legs and in good feet. Good depth and spring of rib. Strong short loin. Well muscled rear and  

thick tail well set and not too long In good condition and moved with good positve stride 

holdimng a balanced outline. Very good type and shape. 

Reserve: D.Busuttil’s Pointer, Sh.Ch.CHESTERHOPE LADY LAGERTHA - Good length head with 

good ears, nice eye correct stop good muzzle. Clean necj good shoulder, straight legs and well 

knuckled feet. Good depth rib and loin. Well ang led rear and well muscled . Good tail and action 

on move. Balanced and holds a picture of flowing lines, presented in good coat. Free striding 

mover and lovely type. 

Gundog Junior Group: 

Best: B.Borg’s Golden Retriever, OLVINGRAY TRIQUETRA - Liked the head shape eye and 

expression . Good ears neck and depth of body to length.  Straight legs well under and on good 

compact feet. Good length rib strong loin and well developed rear. Tail well set on and carried/ 

Presented in good coat and condition and moved with free stride holding good top line. 

Reserve: C.Borg’s Brittany, ZAMMIT KENNELS ZIGGY - Good skull. Stop and muzzle. Ears of good 

shape well placed. Muscular neck straight frong good rib. Square and compact body well angled 

rear. Presented in good coat and condition . Moved with steady gait over ground, holding good 

outline. 
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Gundog Puppy Group: 

Best: N.Cross’ Cocker Spaniel, CROSSTREE THE ONE AND ONLY (Res BPIS) - Very cockery in type 

Good head with defined stop good skull and good depth muzzle. Good nose eye and lovely 

expression. Ears well set and good length leathers. Clean moderate neck into sqaure compact 

body. Well sprung rib and well muscled rear. Straight legs good feet and tail well set. Presented in 

good coat and moved with good bust action. Lots of promise. 

Reserve:  R.Attard’s Flat Coat Retriever, BERSIFOR MODO MIRACOLOSO - Good qaulity moulded 

head with good eye and well placed ears. Good length neck and well laid shoulder. Straight legs 

and good bone on good feet. Good rib loin and well angled rear. Tail well set on and presented in 

good coat and condition. Balnced and racy with good top line/ moved with good free stride over 

ground . Lovely type and shape and shoould do well. 

Toy Group: 

Best:M.Cilia’s Smooth Coat Chihuahua, PLATINUM KID EXCLUSIVE - Lovely head and expression. 

Wekll rounded skull, good cheeks muzzle not too long. Good size eye and  ears of good size well 

set on. Good  neck  compact body level top line and good legs and feet. trail wel set on. 

Presented in good coat and condition. Moved  with brisk action with drive and reach and holds a 

balanced dainty picture. 

Reserve: E.Gauci’s Pug, BRUNO   Head of good size with short muzzle.  Good ears and  dark eye 

of good size and sahpe. Strong neck into sqaure body of good depth and good legs and feet. 

Strong rear and in good condition. Moved with good stride and holds cobby  balanced outline 

with good head carriage. 

Toy Junior Group: 

Best: Best: M.Cilia’s Smooth Coat Chihuahua, PLATINUM KID EXCLUSIVE ( Res BJIS) - As Previous 

(Toy Group winner) 

Reserve: L.Mifsud Mizzi’s Lowchen, GWAIHIR’S THEIA OF EDEN - Good breath of skull and length 

of muzzle, Dark eye good shape Ears set levelewith eye and good length good length neck 

straight legs and good small feet. Good depth short back and well developed rear Tail well set 

and presented very well in good  conditionm Moved  free fore and aft with good gait. 

Toy Puppy Group: 

Best: L.Delceppo’s Maltese, IVY OF LEARA WHITE STAR (BPIS) - Very smart and eye catching 

youngster  in very good coat.  Good skull muzzlke and stop.  Good eye and pigment.  Medium 

neck short body, good rib and well angled rear. Good tail and well presented . Stands on good 

round feet. Moved free with good head carriage. Lots to like. 

Reserve: S.Bonett’s Pomeranian, DAN-STAR-KOM STELLA PENA - Compact and well put togetehr. 

Foxy in head with dake bright eye.  Small erect ears.  Short neck into  well laid shoulder straith 

legs bone not too heavy. Good rib tail well set on and carried well over backl. Good hocks and 

compact feet. Presented in very good coat and condition and moved with free brisk action. 

Quality youngster. 

Best Any Variety Locally Bred Toy/Gundog 

C.Borg’s Brittany, ZAMMIT KENNELS ZIGGY - As previous (Gundog Junior winner) 

 



The Malta Canine Society – May 2024 Championship Shows – Day 1 – Judges Reports. 

6 

 

Best Any Variety Locally Bred:  

Zammit & Grixti’s Siberian Husky, Ch.BANELORD LAVA FLOWING CREST - Fox like head with good 

skull muzzle and nice eye. Goodtriangular ears,  medium length neck  . Good moderate bone 

traight legs on good feet.  Good medium length body with level top line. Good rib loin and 

moderate bend stifle.  Tail well set on and well furred.  Firm hocks  and presented in good coat 

and condition.  Moved with good free and light stride over ground. 

Best Veteran In Show:  

H.Azzopardi’s Standard Poodle, Ch.NORD FOREST MUSTANG - Head of good length with good 

skull foreface and lovely eye and expression . Good length neck into well laid shoulder straight 

legs and well knuckled feet. Giid depth loin and well angled rear Good muscl and firm hocks. Tail 

well set and presented in very good coat and  condition. Moved with good positive stride and 

with good head carriage and very good ring presence. 

BEST IN SHOW: J.Schembri’s Lakeland Terrier, UNDER PRESSURE FOXHOUSE - Balanced  refined 

head with  flat skull  with strong muzzle, good nose. Eye dark mnot too large good small v shaped 

ears.  Clean neck of good length,  good shoulders and straight legs  with quality bone.  Good 

depth and moderate width Strong short back, good couplings.  Well angled rear and strong 

thighs.  Tail well set and carried.  Stands on good compact feet, firm elbows and hocks. Presented  

good harsh coat and good head furnishings. Covered ground with  positive stride holding a smart 

alanced outline.   

RESERVE BIS: K&C.Galea’s Saluki, Ch.GABRA CK ALEXANDER HELIOS - Head of good length and nit 

too wide. Good muzzle and nose. Dark eye of good size and shape.  Good length ears and well 

covered Long well muscled neck into well set back shoulder. Good depth and broad back, good 

cut up and well angled rear.  Tail low set good length . Stands on feet of good shape well 

knuckled. Presented in good silky coat and moved with  light stride with drive and good reach. 

Holds a balnced graceful outline. 

BEST JUNIOR IN SHOW: I&A..Borg’s Beagle, PORTSIDE KENNELS PIP - Good skull, defined styop 

and muzle of good depth. Good eye shape and colour.   Good length rounded ears  good length 

clean neck. Good spring of rib, straight legs well under and on good feet. Firm loin and compact. 

Well develop drear, tail set on high of good length and well carried . Good coat and condition and 

moved with good stride holds good topline. 

RESERVE BJIS: M.Cilia’s Smooth Coat Chihuahua, PLATINUM KID EXCLUSIVE (REPEAT – Toy Group 

winner) 

BEST PUPPY IN SHOW: L.Delceppo’s Maltese, IVY OF LEARA WHITE STAR (REPEAT – Toy Puppy 

winner) 

RESERVE BPIS: N.Cross’ Cocker Spaniel, CROSSTREE THE ONE AND ONLY (REPEAT – Gundog 

Puppy winner) 

 

Frank Whyte - Judge 

 


